
CeDePesca is selected finalist for Seafood Champion Award 

After receiving more than 100 applications, a jury of eminent personalities from industry, 

NGOs and Foundations determined that CeDePesca, along with three other candidates, may 

aspire to the Seafood Champion Award in the Leadership category.  

 

Another 12 candidates were selected for Innovation, Vision and Communication categories.  

 

The award is organized every two years by the prestigious organization SeaWeb, which 

postulates the dialogue between all sectors, private, public and non-governmental, 

increasingly involved since 15 years ago in the global movement for sustainable fisheries.  

 

The other finalists in the Leadership category were Bill Dimento, Corporate Sustainability 

Director at the Canadian company High Liner; Andrew Jackson, Technical Director of the 

International Fishmeal and Fish Oil Organization (IFFO); ISSF, the international entity created 

by the industry and WWF to work for the sustainability of tuna fisheries.  

 

"It is an honor to have reached this final with leaders like Bill and Andrew, with whom we've 

known for some time, and with such an influential organization as ISSF" said Ernesto 

Godelman, Executive Director at CeDePesca. "It will not be easy for the jury to make that 

decision and I do not envy them their job, but we already feel very grateful for this 

recognition." 

 

CeDePesca is the only international non-governmental organization dedicated to sustainable 

seafood that has emerged from Latin America and maintains this region as a focus of their 

work. It currently consists of a team of 15 professionals coordinating projects in Mexico, 

Guatemala, Panama, Brazil, Ecuador, Peru, Chile and Argentina.  

 

"It was a wonderful surprise," said Rochelle Bezerra, coordinator for Brazilian Lobster FIP. 

"Today the emails were red hot between us and we congratulated each other."  

 

"In June we were all together in Lima and we realized better the excellent team we have, not 

only professionally, but also humanly," said Claudio Barrientos, FIPs leader in Southern Chile. 

"Today is one of those moments when we are compensated for the effort we make every day."  

 

CeDePesca work is aimed primarily to coordinate FIPs with partners at the fisheries sector, 

both artisanal and industrial, with the support of major buyers in the United States and 

European. For all of them, this recognition has been also a major incentive.  

 

The winner will be announced at the Seafood Summit to be held in New Orleans between 9 

and 11 February 2015. 


